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Claims 



1. A fork lift truck [lOLcomprising a truck body (12), a lift mechanism (14) 
connected to tiie truck body (12) by means of a vertically extending pivot 1521 
and means iMLfof turning the lift mechanism (14) relative to the truck body 
(12) about said pivot (52) to st eer the tr uck j 10}, the truck body (12) having a 
pair of rear ground engaging wheels (16) mounted on transverse axes, 
characterised in that the lifting mechanism j 1 4) has a single ground engaging 
front wheel ( 40 ) mounted centrally on a transverse axis, the front wheel j40} 
hainti independ ent drive mea ns (4 4, 46 ). 

2. A fork lift truck ilQLaccording to claim 1 characterised in jhat the lifting 
mechanism (14 ), may be pivoted to the truck body 112) at a steering angle of 
substantially 90° or more. 

3. A fork lift truck (10) according to claim 1 or 2 characterised in jthat the 
front wheel (40) is positioned forwardly of the pivot connection j 52) between 
the truck body (12) and the lifting mechanism (14). 

4. A fork lift truck j 10) according to any one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that lifting mechanism (14) has a mast (301. the front wheel 
(40) being mounted beneath the mast (30 ) , centrally of the lifting mechanism 




5. A fork lift truck (10) according to any one of the preceding claims 
c haracteris ed in that independent drive means (60,62:72,74) are provided to 



i S. A fork lift truck 110) according to claim 5 charapteris ed iri.that the drive 
means (60.62:72.74) for the rear wheels (16) are connected to a power source 
(64;76). so that the rear wheels (16) may be driven automaticaHv at different 



(mwd; pivot. j 

[ DeletBdi having ] 
[ Deleted; having drive nwans. 1 ] 



( Delrtad; which ) 




Deleted: between the truck body 
■nd the lifting mechenlsm. 



Deleted: according to «r>y one of 
the preceding clatins in which the 
front wheel is positioned as far 
forward as possibis toward* the 
load bearing part of ths lifting 



5. . A fork lift trucit according to 
any one of the preceding ciaims in 
which the rear whaets are 



6. A fork lift truck according to 
claim S in which means is provided 
for the dHfwential drive of the rear 



Deleted: 7. . A fork lift truck 
according to claim 5 in which the 





speedSj; 
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7. A fork lift truck (10) according to claim 5 characterised in that the drive 
means (60.62:72.74) for the rear w h eels (16) are connecte d to a power source 
{3All31jr) a manner which will permit power to be diverted automatically from 
the rear inside wheel (16) to one or more of the other ^wheels (16.40) . in 
accordan ce with the steering angle. 



s, as a function of 



A fork lift truck (10) according to any one of the preceding claims 
jshara ct^ rised in that the or each wheel (16.40) is drjven independentlY by an 
hydraulic or an.electric motors [44.60, 6 2;70 .72.7_41. 

9 . A fork lift truck 110) according to claim 8 characterised in iJiat the motor 
(4 4) is connected to the wheel j401 bv a gearbox ( 46), 



i Dcieted: which 



10. A fork lift truck according to claim 8 or 9 characterised in ^hat the motor 
(44) and/or gearbox (46) is built partially into a hub of the wheel (40) . 

11. A fork lift truck according to any one of claims 8 to 10 characterised In 
^hat the power for the motors mSQMilMJUMj^ provided by an engjne 
iSPJ. driven generator or hydraulic pumpJ76^7Jl- or by a battery packj[641. 

12. A fork lift truck according to claim 1 1 cha!jcterised.in JLhaj the enai.ne 
LSQLis an internal combustion engine powered by fuel gas. 




I 



